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Thank You Renata!
With heartfelt thanks and appreciation...

RENATA ZBORIL GREENE
In honor of her 20 years as President
and her continuing dedication to strengthening the
Sokol Organization and honoring Sokol Ideals.
Nazdar!

Brother and Sister Sokols,
I want to thank you all for the honor of serving Sokol Detroit for 20 years as president and for the
lovely reception at the November meeting. As many of you of my generation, I started my Sokol
career in the gymnasium as a child with wonderful mentors. My parents and grandparents, aunts
and uncles were all members of Sokol either in Detroit or in Cleveland. They shared with me the
love of Sokol as well as the love of the culture of their homeland Czechoslovakia. Our own Sokol
leaders, Suzanne Wimmer, Louis and Lillian Teichman, Jim and Jerry Kalivoda, Ed and Carolyn
Sabados and so many wonderful Sokol members helped me along the way. My first trip to the
Czech lands was in 1963 as a teenager with my grandparents. It was during that extended summer trip that I polished my language skills and became enamored with our Czech culture.
I remained active in the adult classes journeying to Zurich in 1976 for the Sokol Slet which was
being held by Sokols Abroad while the Czech lands were under Communist rule. This trip was a
celebration for finishing my secondary degree in Nurse Anesthesia. I started my Sokol leadership
journey as a member of the BOI teaching the girls' class along with John Belavek during the 80's
when my two daughters needed a leader for the girls' class to continue. I remain a member of the
adult class to this day and have been privileged to participate in National as well as International
Slets in Prague in 1994, 2000, 2006, 2012 and 2018 representing our Unit. I will continue to help
wherever I am needed. In the 90's I accepted the position of Secretary of the North Eastern District which I soon realized was not my calling! In 1997 I accepted the nomination of 2nd VP of the
Unit under Br. Henry Seidlik. I was appointed acting Secretary when that position was not filled
and held that position thankfully for only one year! I was 1st VP in 1998 and then was elected as
President in 1999 with Br. Henry Seidlik as 1st VP and Sr. Dorothy Mily as 2nd VP. Once again,
wonderful mentorship!
My journey with the membership has been filled with fond memories of working together with the
support of my family, for the future of Sokol. I have tried to keep the mission statement of Sokol in
the forefront of my leadership: "The Mission of the American Sokol is to provide fitness and community for individuals and families through physical, educational, cultural and social programs". I
could not have done this alone. I thank all of our brothers and sisters who work toward the benefit
and the continuation of our Sokol Detroit unit!
Nazdar! Renata Zboril Greene

DONATIONS
BY MAIL
Endowment Fund: Br. Gorton Greene
Scholarship Fund: Br. Bruce Singley
Sokol Detroit General & Camp Fund: Sr. Ann Marie Hurych
ONLINE: Fast, Safe, Secure! Visit our website...
www.sokoldetroit.com/donate

GYMNASTICS
Bring your kids, neighbors, grandkids, & check out SOKOL gym today!
Lots of information on the gymnastics website: sokolgymnastics.weebly.com
Gym Nights: Oct / Nov thru June
Monday 7pm: Adult Class (light cardio, calisthenics)
Fridays: Youth Open Gym
SOKOL - Detroit Unit
Sokol Cultural Center
23600 W. Warren Ave.
Dearborn Hts. MI 48127
Sokol Camp
11641 Sokol Camp Rd.
South Lyon, MI 48178

Newsletter
Submit information for
publication by the 15th of
each month to:
SokolDetNews@gmail.com

Address or
Email changes?
Please notify
Br. Alex Novacek
Phone: 586-918-8877
—OR—
sokoldetroit@charter.net

Visit or website! www.sokoldetroit.com
—OR—

Find us on Facebook!
Sokol Detroit & Sokol Camp

Czech Language Classes: Saturdays—Hall Clubroom

2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Month

Day

January
February
March
April

7
5
3
7
tbd
5
9

May

June
July

August

September

October

November

December

9
16
24
24
2
13
7
4
18
19
1
4
21-23
1
6
6
26
3
4
6
10
tbd
31
1
6
10
1

Hall Camp Event
X
X
X
X

Unit Meeting at the Hall
Unit Meeting at the Hall
Unit Meeting at the Hall
Unit Meeting at the Hall
Camp Cleanup - Leaves
Unit Meeting at the Hall
Camp Cleanup

Exec Board
Exec Board
Exec Board
Exec Board
UPC
Exec Board
Unit Property

Camp Clubroom - OPENING NIGHT!
Camp Cleanup
Pankcake Breakfast @Sokol Camp
Cottage Owner's Meeting
Unit Meeting at the Camp
District Slet (Gymnastical)
Unit Meeting at the Camp
July 4 Picnic
Ethnic Festival
Ethnic Festival
Golf Outing - Fox Hills
Unit Meeting at the Camp
Fishing Derby
Unit Meeting at the Camp
Pancake Breakfast at the Camp
Cottage Owner's Meeting
NE Dist. Annual Meeting-Fremont, OH

Unit Property
Unit Property
Turchan/Singley
Cottage Owners
Exec Board
BOI
Exec Board
Bev St. Thomas
Jim Mack
Jim Mack
Gorton Greene
Exec Board
Rod St. Thomas
Exec Board
Turchan/Singley
Cottage Owners
District Reps

X

Camp - Hayride/Haunted Walk
Adult Gym Class (October-June)
Unit Meeting - Annual Meeting—Hall

Alisa & Amanda
BOI
Exec Board

X
X
X

Camp Cleanup - Put items away
Camp Cleanup - Leaves
Camp Clubroom - CLOSING NIGHT!
Dinner Party
Youth Gym Class (November-June)
Unit Meeting at the Hall
Unit Meeting at the Hall

Unit Property
Unit Property
Unit Property

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X

X
X
X
X

Coordinator

X Camp Clubroom Open Sat Nights May 9 thru Oct 31

BOI
Exec Board
Exec Board

The Story of the Velvet Revolution
The beginning of the Velvet Revolution, which took place
between Nov. 17th 1989 and December 29th 1989 actually began on Nov. 17th 1939. The student demonstration in 1939 was
in response to the shooting of Jan Opletal during the Charles
University Medical School's anti-Nazi demonstration on Oct.
28th. He died 14 days later and during his funeral procession
which was attended by thousands of students the German street
signs were torn down. The exasperated Nazi's retaliated on
Nov. 17th by closing all of the Universities in Prague, sending
1,200 students to the camps and executing 1 professor and 8
student leaders. In 1941, at the end of the war this date was declared International Student's Day. History would be repeated in 1989 although the extent of the violence was somewhat moderated.
To put a little perspective on the events one needs to recall that in August of that year East German refugees emigrated to Czechoslovakia a stormed the West German Embassy there. There were
thousands of the plastic 2 cycle East German cars called the Trabant parked on the streets around the
Embassy in Prague. The refugees had climbed the walls of the Embassy and had created a tent city with
no running water or toilets. Negotiations were ongoing between East and West Germany to resolve the
situation and a solution was reached when East Germany allowed the refugees safe passage, by train to
West Germany. 6,000 East Germans emigrated initially and by the time the exodus from East Germany
ended with the fall of the Berlin Wall on Nov. 9th 80,000 people had emigrated in this way.
On Nov. 17th, 1989 students once again took to the streets with 15,000 people in an officially approved march to honor the fallen victim Jan Opletal. What began as a peaceful demonstration soon
turned violent with the students calling for the end Communism and the resignation of the Government.
Riot police severely beat the protestors and attempted to quell the protest. On Nov. 19th, 200,000 returned to march and on Nov.20th 500,000 joined the march. At this point the activists from 1969 who had
voiced their opposition to the Russian invasion, like Vaclav Havel joined the movement with others who
had remained vocal. They felt the moment was right and supported and assisted in getting the movement organized. On Nov. 24th the entire leadership of the Communist Party resigned. On Nov. 27th a
General Strike was held throughout the country. With no support or direction coming from Moscow, the
Communist Party relinquished power and ended the one Party state. 2 days later all of the obstructions
between Austria and Germany were torn down and on December 10, then President Husak, a Communist hardliner appointed a non-communist government and resigned. On Dec. 28th, Alexander Dubcek the president in 1968 who had been removed from office and then ousted from the Communist Party
for allowing too many freedoms to the citizens and the press, was elected as speaker of the parliament
and Vaclav Havel was elected as President on Dec. 29th. In June of 1990 the first free elections were
held since 1946.
November 17th now has 2 meanings. It is still International Student's Day, but in addition since
2000, it is also called the Struggle for Freedom and Democracy Day. Today we commemorate their struggle and celebrate their successes.
Renata Greene

HOLIDAY POINSETTIA SALE
PROFITS GO TO SOKOL DETROIT SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Hearty double stem plants with 8 - 14 blooms for $20.00 each
Orders and Money are due November 25, 2019
Pick up at Sokol Hall on Monday, December 2, 2019
3:30 to 4:30 & 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Make checks payable to "Sokol Detroit Scholarship Fund"
Return money & form to Bruce Singley
150 S Silvery Lane, Dearborn, MI 48124

Cell: 313-418-9632
Email: brsingley@comcast.net

Name:_______________________________________
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2019 CZECH DINNER PARTY

2019 FISHING DERBY

2019 GOLF OUTING

2019 HAUNTED WALK & HAYRIDE

UNIT MEETING HIGHLIGHTS—SEPTEMBER 3rd, 2019
Meeting called to order by President, Sr. Renata Greene, at 7:00 p.m. 27 members were in attendance.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Br. Ron Jaroh sponsoring his brother & past member Jack Jaroh. Sr. Greene initiated Kelly Wilson &
Martin Sylvain, Ellen & Kent Lecureux into our unit.

Educational Director, Sr. Diane Balint, educated us on the Czech flag. The current flag of the Czech Republic is the same flag of the former Czechoslovakia. This flag was originally designed in 1920 by Jaroslav Kursa, an archivist in the Czechoslovak Ministry of the Interior. It has been used continuously since
1920 except for a brief time during WWII when it was banned by the Nazis.
BOI report: Open gym Friday nights & starting classes in October with boys on Tuesday & girls on
Wednesday; participation for Sr. Maryann Fiordelis’ 2021 cal has been good; need an individual to open
& over-see the gym on Friday nights.
UPC report: Last meeting was August 15, 2019; continuing maintenance at the center & camp; please do
not drive cars on the back road of the camp; renovations for the caretaker’s cottage will be made.
A pancake breakfast was held on Sunday of Labor Day weekend.
NEDBOD meeting September 29, 2019; we are hosting the breakfast; the meetings are very informative
as to other units’ activities; e-mail Sr. Greene if you can attend.

Czech Dinner Dance: Sr. Greene suggested the theme be on the 30th anniversary of the velvet revolution. This was the silent revolution of the fall of communism. The DVD “Power of the Powerless” will be
available in our library. Sr. Brigid Liska needs donations for the raffle baskets.
Successful Fishing Derby for all who attended.
Any amendments to the by-laws must be submitted by email 15 days prior to the October 1, 2019, annual meeting.
The slate for 2020 will remain the same except for Sr. Greene 2nd Vice President, Br. Eric Singley 1st
Vice President, Sr. Brandon President. Sr. Greene was acknowledged for her serving 20 years as our
President.
The Haunted Walk & Hayride is October 12, 2019; sign up genius is available or contact Sr.
Alisa Budesheim or Sr. Amanda Oscar; candy donations are needed.

The next unit meeting, October 1, 2019, 7:00 p.m., will be at the center.
Meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Sr. Beverly St. Thomas, Co-Recording Secretary

UNIT MEETING HIGHLIGHTS—OCTOBER 1st, 2019
Meeting called to order by President, Sr. Renata Greene, at 7:04 p.m. 17 members were in attendance.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. There was a moment of silence for deceased NE District members.
Jack & Janel Yaroh were interviewed & recommended for membership. There were no objections. Sr.
BrieAnna Serafin sent in her participation report & was accepted into our unit, as a voting member, with
no objections.
Newsletters from Sokols St. Louis (July, August, September), Greater Cleveland (June-July, August, September), Spirit (August), Times (August). Also, the Czech Catholic Union (September-October); Dearborn
Chamber of Commerce booklet; United Moravian Society’s 80th Moravian Days, September 29, 2019;
Sokol Camp, St. Louis, 95th anniversary, August 31-September 1, 2019.

ASO second quarter dues were paid. Third quarter are due the end of the month.
Educational Director, Sr. Diane Balint, educated us on the flag of Slovakia. In its current form was adopted on September 3, 1992. It uses the Pan-Slavic colors of red, white, & blue. The flag was designed by
Ladislav Cisarik, a painter & artist, & Ladislav Vrtel, an expert in heraldry. The white cross represents
Slovakia’s Christian heritage & the three mountains are the Tatra mountains.
Gym classes starting in November for tots, boys & girls; the video of Sr. Maryann Fiordelis’ 2021 cal has
been submitted to the ASO; June 13 & 14, 2020, we are hosting District competitions & the Slet weekend.

UPC continuing maintenance at the center & camp; renovations have started on the caretaker’s cottage;
next meeting is October 10, 2019.
The theme for the Czech Dinner Party is 30th Anniversary of the Velvet Revolution & a flyer was sent out
to the membership.
The ASO library archives under the Educational Committee has designed & purchased an educational
history banner to be used, as requested, by all units for a fee, along with books & artifacts. The NE District Educational Director, Sr. Susan Bares, had the banner available for us to view. Donations are requested to cover the expense of the banner with an anonymous donor matching donations up to April 15,
2020.
The nomination slate was approved with no objections. Sr. Greene thanked everyone for their terms
served. She was recognized by the members for her 20 years as our president.
Discussion on management needed on our web site to post our events.
Sr. Fiordelis will investigate the possibility of hosting the National Instructors School, June 30-July12,
2020.
The next unit meeting, November 5, 2019, 7:00 p.m., will be at the center. Meeting adjourned at 8:38pm

Respectfully submitted, Sr. Beverly St. Thomas, Co-Recording Secretary

UNIT MEETING HIGHLIGHTS—NOVEMBER 5th, 2019
The meeting was called to order at 7:02p.m. by President, Sr. Renata Greene. Twenty-two members
were present. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
There was a moment of silence for Sr. Georgia Jencik, long time member of Sokol Greater Cleveland.
Membership Chairperson, Sr. Melanie Mily, was excused, and there were no applications for membership. Br. Ronald Jaroh stood in for Jack and Janeal Jaroh, who were initiated into membership.
Newsletters received from Sokols St. Louis, Greater Cleveland, and Spirit. Sr. Greene read a thank you
card from Sr. Susan Bares, National Education Director of the American Sokol Library and Archives,
thanking Sokol Detroit for its recent donation. We also received an additional grant check from the
Czech Republic Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Sr. Greene commented on the successful Sokol Detroit Czech Dinner Party, held Sunday, November 3,
2019.
Br. Larry Swinkey complimented Br. Thomas Ouellette on the excellent job he did acting as chef of the
Dinner Party.
Sr. Ann Marie Hurych reported on balances as of October 31, 2019, and also announced the donation
from Br. Charles and Sr. Bares for the Sokol Detroit Building Fund.
Br. Alex Novacek reported that Quarterly Dues to American Sokol are paid. Sokol Detroit membership is
currently at 257 members, 5 parents of gym members, and 12 youth members. Dues are due January 1,
2020, are late February 1, 2020. No late fees will be charged; however, members who have not paid
dues will not be in good standing as of February 1, 2020. Br. Novacek asked that all committee chairs
send him volunteer hours for 2019 as soon as possible.

Educational Director, Diana Balint, informed us on elections in the Czech Republic and Slovakia. Both
countries have a parliamentary system of government, and elections are held only when a 'vote of no
confidence happens.'
Br. Swinkey reported that signage will be expanded for the 2020 Czech-Slovak Festival.

Auditing 2019 reports are complete.
Br. Novacek gave the UPC report. The next meeting is scheduled for November 14, 2019
Sr. Lynn Conrad reported. Adult gym classes began October 7. Open gym will begin on Friday, November 8, 7:00-9:00p.m. Adult volunteers are urgently needed. Additional videotaping will be done at the
Center on Monday, November 11, 2019, for Sr. Maryann Fiordelis' cal, which had already been submitted
to American Sokol for the XXV American Sokol Slet, Chicago, June 23-27, 2021.
Sr. Balint thanked Br. and Sr. Meg Novacek for the donation of books, which were owned by Br. Novacek's late father, Br. Charles Novacek.
Br. Brian Fair is working on the Sokol Detroit News, which will include photographs from the Golf Outing

UNIT MEETING HIGHLIGHTS—NOVEMBER 5th, 2019
(continued)
and Czech Dinner Party.
No final financial figures were given for the Haunted Walk and Hayride, but Sr. Balint complimented all
organizers of the event - it was extremely well run and financially successful.Sr. Fiordelis reported that
Sokol KHB, Ennis, Texas, has submitted a bid for the 2020 American Sokol Instructors School. Sokol
Detroit was asked to host the 2021 School, and Sr. Fiordelis explained what is required of the host city.
The 2021 Instructors School will be held June 27-July 11, 2021.
Sr. Fiordelis informed the membership of American Sokol's new risk management program, SafeSport
Protocol, which went into effect July 28, 2019.

Sr. Novacek, President of the Northeastern District of American Sokol, reported on the Board of Governors' recent meeting.
The October minutes were approved with correction. The next meeting will be held at Sokol Center on
Tuesday, December 3, 2019. There will be a potluck at this meeting, and Sokol Detroit will supply the
meat dish.
Sr. Greene, Sokol Detroit President, was honored for her twenty years of dedicated leadership to Sokol
Detroit.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:29p.m. A reception for Sr. Greene followed.

Respectfully submitted, Rose Wiggle, Co-Recording Secretary.

UPC MEETING HIGHLIGHTS—JULY 11th, 2019
Meeting called to order at 7:02pm – 9 present, 1 excused.

No Unit Meeting or Executive Board issues or tasks
Correspondence:
- Hertzog cottage sale pending – UPC reviewed and endorsed Ken Frommert & Margarita

Frommert as qualified buyers – new lease documents being processed.
- Ken Frommert requested to keep his current docking location instead of moving to the
easternmost/former Hertzog cottage space – discussed and approved, the UPC will notify
Sokol membership of available general use dock space requesting responses by 7/26.
June Meeting Minutes & Highlights were distributed via email by Dave – Accepted.
Treasurer Reports were distributed via email by Bruce and reviewed at the meeting – UPC
will also be reviewing dumpster service options to possibly reduce associated monthly cost.
Center Report: leaves, brush, and trash cleaned up along fence lines – bushes under road sign
need to be cleared but the work may not be done before the Ethnic Festival.
Camp Report:

- Continued discussion regarding boats, docks, etc. not in the lake or off the property
(follow-up to the May notification letter and June high water conditions) – continued
offenses include (i) powered watercraft near cottages, (ii) watercraft and hoists still in

overflow parking/off season boat storage area, and (iii) inadequate dock/watercraft use
bordering on gaming the intentions of the Property Use Guidelines.
- Beach and playground rotor-tilled, no plans to setup gaga ball pit at this point in summer.

- Camp Caretaker is painting the concrete benches throughout the Camp.
Old Business: sand for beach, playground, and volleyball court will be addressed in the
winter so that sand can be delivered to intended destinations if and where it’s needed.

New Business: back road through the woods at Sokol Camp is not a thoroughfare but has
been abused as such and is deteriorating – signs will be posted to minimize access to just the
leaf/stick/boat trailer parking area to keep the Haunted Hayride route serviceable for fall.
Next meetings: Thurs, 8/15, and Thurs, 9/12, both at Sokol Camp at 7:00 pm
Meeting adjourned at 9:09pm --Dave Bares, UPC Secretary

UPC MEETING HIGHLIGHTS—AUGUST 15th, 2019
Meeting called to order at 7:03pm – 9 present, 1 excused.

Unit Meeting/Executive Board Issues: The UPC has been and will continue weed/brush/bush
cleanup efforts at the Sokol Center. They will also investigate the ovens at Sokol Camp for
full operating capability. Everyone should abide posted signs minimize traffic through the

woods at Sokol Camp.
Correspondence: Request to plant a river birch tree near the Bares/Wheeler dock site was
approved. Bro. Chris Cortis submitted sketches and requested to build a gazebo/sun shade
replacing his freestanding shade destroyed in the July storms; approved. UPC pre-approved
Brett & Krista Jandasek’s anticipated request for RV camping over Labor Day weekend.
July Meeting Minutes & Highlights along with minutes from the Special Meeting on dock
space assignment were coordinated via email and accepted. July Treasurer Reports were also
coordinate via email and accepted.
Center Report:
- Stamp show held the weekend of August 10th, with another scheduled in October.

- Indications of moisture under west wall of gym floor – UPC & Caretaker will monitor.
Camp Report:
- The eastern most dock space is now a “general use” space assigned to Bro. Paul Siedlik.

- Lake neighbor Jim Allen donated a replacement longer/lighter Day Use/Guest Dock –
minor refurbishments and installation completed using parts from the previous dock.
- A second treatment of road chloride (funded by Sandy Creek subdivision) was applied

from the entrance to the third hillcrest on August 13th – not needed/applied in the Camp.
Old Business:
- Topic of “boat storage” discussed then tabled – no consensus regarding enforcement of

current guidelines nor proposed changes to alter guidelines thus alleviating infractions.
New Business:
- UPC discussed a phased proposal for renovations to the Caretaker Cottage encompassing
new/larger front entrance door, replacement windows, exterior aluminum siding
continuing down the slope of the foundation (similar to kitchen), open interior with

UPC MEETING HIGHLIGHTS—AUGUST 15th, 2019
(continued)
renovated electrical (no water), and double steel doors to the basement/icehouse area
(similar to dance hall/tractor shed). Demolition, some structural, and interior work to be
done by volunteers; remaining structural work and exterior siding would be done by a
contractor and also include exterior aluminum siding on the Plaza. A request for funds
and approval to proceed will be brought to the next Unit meeting.
- UPC also discussed maintenance of the walkway near Dunlap/Balint/Kalivoda cottages,
exposed roots/potential trip hazards on the walkway near Brandon cottage, deteriorating
block retaining wall along parking area, as well as other landscape maintenance and
improvements for Sokol Camp – discussions to be continued at subsequent meetings.
Next meetings: Thurs, 9/12, and Thurs, 10/10, both at Sokol Camp at 7:00 pm

Meeting adjourned at 8:15pm --Dave Bares, UPC Secretary

UPC MEETING HIGHLIGHTS—SEPTEMBER 12th, 2019
Meeting called to order at 7:02pm – all 10 UPC representatives present.
Unit Meeting/Executive Board Topics:

- Caretaker Cottage renovation budget approved at September unit meeting (approx. $16K)
- October is the annual meeting with elections – four UPC representatives (Bruno Jandasek,
Chris Cortis, Eric Singley, and Jim Michalek) terms ending with each willing to serve
another 3-year term
Correspondence:
- Jeff Martin requested permission to have his cottage foundation repaired – township
building permit and drawings submitted to UPC via email – reviewed and approved
- Diane Hurych requested permission on behalf of Hurych/Brandon/Bares cottages to have
dead/dying trees professionally removed (paid by cottage owners) – UPC discussed and
approved with the reiteration that the project cannot interfere with the Haunted Hayride
- Joe Dunlap requested follow-up discussion regarding walkways at Sokol Camp –

UPC MEETING HIGHLIGHTS—SEPTEMBER 12th, 2019
(continued)
multiple options discussed with consensus to attempt to grow grass in subject areas first
- Jason Knapp and Chuck Bares each requested to store their boat hoist at Sokol Camp
however neither will use the hoist in Sandy Bottom next season – both requests denied
Meeting Minutes – corrected minutes/highlights circulated via email and approved at meeting
Treasurer Report circulated via email – Camp dumpster expense increases being reviewed
Center Report – toilet in girls locker room/bathroom repaired (was stuck in flush cycle)
Camp Report/Old Business:
- At least 20 tons of gravel needed for the back road – bare minimum repairs to be done
before Haunted Hayride with the remainder to be addressed through the winter off season

- Kitchen ovens checked and fixed with minor adjustments (noted operating nuances: left
and right temperature knobs turn opposing directions and pilots are adjusted differently)
- Caretaker Cottage interior demolition planned between 9/21 and 10/12 (likely 9/27-28)

- Plaza soffit and fascia to be quoted and completed in conjunction with Caretaker Cottage
- Dance Hall doors repair/replacement with similar wood doors also proceeding
New Business:

- Camp Cleanup October 13 after Haunted Hayride
- Township rezoning update: positive feedback from Green Oaks Township September
open session – rezoning with guidelines generally needed and will benefit all – ultimately

UPC will need to be more involved in building projects/permits (members cannot
represent themselves as a Sokol property owner).
Next meetings: Thursday, 10/10, 7:00pm at Sokol Camp then Thursday, 11/14, at the Center
Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm --Dave Bares, UPC Secretary

Detroit TV's beloved
“Lottery Lady”
Aggie Usedly dies at 79
In 1999, Usedly spoke to the Free Press about her
life and career, describing herself as "a hometown
gal."
The daughter of Czechoslovakian immigrants, she grew up in Dearborn and
told her mother as a little girl that she wanted to be "a moving star," her pronunciation of movie star.
Her real first name was Agnes, or Anezka in Czechoslovakian. She recalled
how one night on the air she said, "Hi, I'm Agnes Usedly ..." and got three
phone calls asking if she had forgotten her name.
Usedly started modeling at 17, spending more than 20 years showing off
the cars at auto shows. She auditioned to be the CKLW traffic reporter but
lost that job to local radio icon Jo-Jo Shutty-MacGregor.
Ultimately, she knew appearances weren't the most important thing in life.
"Your body changes. I have a constant battle to try to maintain my weight.
But I don't worry about it that much. I'm comfortable with who I am."

Unit Membership Meetings: (1st Tuesday, unless otherwise noted)
Date

Location

Comment

Jan 7
Mar 3
Apr 7

Hall
Hall
Hall

May 5
May 24
Jun 2
Jul 7

Hall
Camp
Camp
Camp

Aug 4
Sep 1
Sep 6
Oct 6

Camp
Camp
Camp
Hall

Annual Mtg - Sokol Detroit Elections

Nov 10
Dec 1

Hall
Hall

Moved to avoid National Election Day
Potluck party

SANDY BOTTOM LAKE FISH DATA
Below are the results of the testing that was done this summer! We are amongst the lowest PFOS levels in the state. The boxplot graph compares Sandy Bottom Lake bass with bass we’ve sampled from
other lakes across the state. The graph doesn’t include Kent Lake, Huron River impoundments, or a
few other lakes with high levels – adding those in would change the scale so much that you wouldn’t
be able to see differences at the lower end. Sandy Bottom Lake is not the lowest but it is at the low end
of the spectrum.
The line in the middle of each box is the median concentration – for Sandy Bottom the median PFOS
concentration for bass was just under 8 ppb. The average concentration was 14 ppb, but the DHHS
uses the 95% upper confidence limit (UCL) on the mean to compare to the screening values. That
number is more conservative and takes the sample variation into account. Most of the Sandy Bottom
Lake bass had relatively low concentrations, but the one higher sample (75 ppb) pushes the 95% UCL
up to 32 ppb. If PFOS were the only contaminant the consumption advice would be 4 meals per
month. Mercury though had a 95% UCL of 0.6 ppm putting the bass in the 1 meal per month category.
Although the PFOS concentrations were not what we would consider high, levels are a bit higher than
what we would call “background” or just from atmospheric deposition. I can’t say how soon we’ll do further investigation in the Sandy Bottom Lake watershed, but I’ll put it on our list for further work. I expect that we’ll be monitoring in the area for several years.
Br. Chris Cortis

EXECUTIVE BOARD
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Recording Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Librarian/Educational Director
Czech School
Donations
Sunshine Contact
Auditing
BOI
Budget and Finance
Festival Chairperson
Bylaws
Endowment Fund
Membership Director
Property Committee
Public Relations
Scholarship
Cottage Owners
Gymnastics Coach
Website & Newsletter

Carol Brandon
Eric Singley
Renata Greene
Bev St. Thomas (Summer) Rose Wiggle (Winter)
Ann Marie Hurych
734-287-9342
Alex Novacek
586-918-8877
Diane Balint
313-582-2865
Petr Peska
313-295-4328
Committee Chairs
248-893-7295
Helen Turchan
313-565-4816
Scott Brandan
Lynn Conrad, Martin Eisenstein
Eric Singley
Jim Mack
586-924-9233
Maryann Fiordelis
Gorton Greene
Melanie Mily
Chris Cortis, Bruno Jandasek, Jim Michalek
Marsha & Larry Swinkey
Bruce Singley, Deb Scott, Mary Lou Hurych
Mike Schlott
Sharon
313-585-8671
Brian Fair

